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The One-Term Governor:
A Disadvantage for Virginia

The author has been a member of the Virginia
House of Delegates for 10 years and is currently
vice chairman of the House Finance Committee.
He is the first vice president of the securities firm
of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and Smith, Inc.
in Virginia Beach.

America's  and  Virginia's  world  has
changed  in  countless  ways.  This
change  only  accelerates.  Some

thought that it was a distinction to be the only
state  not  to  allow its  governor  to  stand for
re-election.  For  Virginians,  this  perceived
distinction has turned to a disadvantage.

Virginia  must  create  55,000  new jobs
each  year  to  accommodate  its  population
growth. Job creation and job retention are two
of Virginia's greatest challenges. Without the
required revenues the money stream for all of
our  state  programs  runs  dry.  Allowing
Virginia's governor to serve two consecutive
terms will greatly enhance Virginia's ability to
create new jobs.

Global economic challenges are vastly
different today than they were just a year ago.
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The Internet  has changed the world.  Today
675  million  people  are  connected  to  the
Internet. That number will  double the global
economy. Virginia must compete to survive.
Technology-based job creation is the key.

Former  Gov.  L.  Douglas  Wilder  once
noted  that,  "Everyone  cannot  work  for  the
government."  He  was  correct.  The  55,000
new Virginia jobs must be private sector jobs,
and that number does not include jobs lost
which must be replaced.

Northern Virginia's economic engine and
Hampton Roads' solid economy continue to be
a vital force in determining Virginia's future.
Federal government spending plays a major role
in both areas. Our federal government borrows
SI.8 billion each day to continue to spend as it
does. The federal government spends an ever-
greater percentage of its budget paying interest
on the federal debt.

How much longer can Virginia depend
on this level of spending by our federal gov
ernment? I don't know? But what I do know
is that we must compete in a changed global
economy, and we will.
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Virginia's  economic  future  is  bright.
America's  future  is  bright.  But  we  must
acknowledge  that  a  changed  global  economy
creates challenges which Virginia must meet.

China's  population  is  approximately  1.2
billion. Its estimated unemployment is 14.4 per
cent—China has more people unemployed than
America has employed! America represents 4.3
percent of the world's population. If  we are to
continue to be the prominent economic engine
for  the  world,  we  must  be  competitive  and
Virginia  must  also  be  competitive.  All  the
economic dots are connected in today's global
economy—ask the people in Southside Virginia
who lost their textile jobs.

We must  create and support  a  revitalized
world-class education system that is in step with our
changing needs. We must provide, maintain, and
enhance a technologically proficient workforce.

The world won't  wait:  We can continue to
be the positive, competitive engine of change. Or
we can become a lesser nation. A recent headline
in the Financial Times read, "Europe is the past,
America is today, Asia is the future." We must
make "today" last a very long time. Virginia will
lead! All the dots are connected.

I  believe that America's greatest  days lie
ahead. Virginia's greatest days also lie ahead. Yet
we must be competitive; the competition creates
vast challenges and even greater opportunities.

Why  handicap  Virginia  by  not  allowing
Virginia's  governor  to  serve  two  consecutive
terms? Being  the  only  governor  in  the  United
States not allowed to stand for re-election is a
handicap in countless ways.

There are four very basic and positive rea
sons  for  allowing  Virginia's  governor  to  serve
two consecutive terms:
• It is the basic right of the people to decide. It

is their basic right to vote on a Constitutional

amendment  allowing  a  two-term  governor.
Let the people vote!

•  Accountability.  By  allowing  our  governor  to
stand for re-election, voters can decide if thev
wish to re-elect their governor.

• Continuity. Far too often our governors are in
the  middle  of  economic  development/job
creation  and  countless  other  time-sensitive
endeavors when they are forced to leave.

•  Long-term  planning.  A  two-term  governor
would  enhance  Virginia's  ability  to  resolve
numerous  challenges,  which  simply  require
longer than four years to address.

America's  population  is  approximately  280
million.  By  2030,  the  United  States'  population
will  reach  430  million.  By  2050  the  nation's
population  is  projected  to  be  500  million.
Virginia is the 11th largest state and the 8th to
9th fastest-growing state. This larger population
demands long-term solutions.

We must make long-term planning an inte
gral part of our government. As we in Hampton
Roads daily play "Tunnel Lotto"—"What are the
odds that  I  get  though the tunnel  today?"—we
are paying for a lack of long-term planning.

I  respect those who have a different opin
ion  than  I.  My  opinions  are  certainly  influ
enced  by  30-plus  years  in  the  private  sector.
Government  service  has  been  humbling,
enlightening,  and  rewarding.  Government  is
not  a  business,  but  even  government  can't
continue to get rid of its chief executive and its
staff every four years.

Virginia should allow the creation of a two-
term governor to help enhance the state's very
bright  future.  If  the voters have the opportunity
to  vote  on  this  issue  and  vote  "No,"  they  will
prevail. But at least the public will have had its
right  to  vote.*
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