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In Virginia, the word minority usually
refers to blacks, occasionally to native
Americans or Hispanics, and sometimes even
to women, who do not constitute a minority
of the population at all. Seldom, except in
a very few areas of the state, do we encounter
reference to Virginia's Asian populations.
They are really Virginia's other minority.

Yet people of Asian ancestry, affiliation,
or nativity have been part of Virginia's
population for a long time. In fact, according
to the United States Census, Virginia had a
Chinese population of four in 1870. One
hundred years later, the 1970 Census counted
18,654 Virginians of Asian Indian, Chinese,
Filipino, or Japanese ethnicity. These were
the only Asian groups tabulated at that time.
In the 1980 Census, statistics on mobility
indicated that between 1970 and 1980 slightly
over 24,300 people entered Virginia from
Asia, while another 12,400 Asian-affiliated
people migrated into the Commonwealth
from elsewhere in the United States.

Even so, in 1980 Virginia's Asian popu
lations totaled 65,073, or only 1.2 percent of
the state's total population. Although this is
a small proportion, the demographic char
acteristics of these groups are worth examin
ing for several reasons. First, as a result of
changes in immigration law and special
programs for refugees, Asia is becoming an
increasingly important source of immigrants
to this country. Second, like most immigrant
groups, people of Asian origin tend to cluster
in specific geographical areas, making them
important in those particular areas even if
their proportions in the total population
remain small. Third, as we have seen, Asian

populations in Virginia are growing. Not only
are more people with Asian backgrounds
coming to live in Virginia but, as a result,
more Asian-American children are being
born here. Finally, the Commonwealth's
Asian populations constitute an unusual and
interesting group, with characteristics that
are, in many cases, quite different from those
of the general population.

Asian Americans are by no means a
uniform group. In fact, they range from the
Japanese, a majority of whom have been in
this country since the mid-1960s, to the
Vietnamese, 87 percent of whom entered the
United States between 1975 and 1980; from
Asian Indians and Filipinos, many of whom
have spoken English as a second language
since childhood, to groups for whom the
language, in structure as well as detail, is
entirely foreign; from minorities whose
socioeconomic status is generally higher than
that of the population at large to some
particularly the newest arrivals-that are just
beginning the process of adjustment to
American society.

The major data source for this News Letter
discussion is the 1980 United States Census
Summary Tape File 4. We have used these
and other data to provide a brief demographic
description of each of the major Asian groups
in Virginia, including those of Japanese,
Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Korean, and
Vietnamese origin. It should be kept in mind
that the Census question on race is open
ended. Thus ancestry, ethnicity, and/ or
nationality are identified solely by the
respondent. Respondents also include a
variety of temporary residents as well as those
who intend to remain permanently in this
country. In addition, information on each
group is available only for those localities that
contain thirty or more members of that group;
and in order to insure confidentiality, data

are sometimes suppressed, particularly where
populations are small.

In many cases we will be using a group
name that indicates foreign national origins
to refer to people who are native born
Americans, naturalized citizens, or perman
ent residents of this country. This does not
mean to suggest, however, that Virginia's
Asian groups are any less a part of our
pluralistic society than any other group.

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Just as people of Asian origin do not
constitute a single uniform ethnic group,
neither is their geographical distribution
within Virginia uniform. In fact, all six of
the nationalities we have identified are
represented in only eleven localities in
Virginia. For the most part, the Common
wealth's Asian populations are metropolitan.
Following the pattern that has been tradi
tional for American immigrants since the last
century, over 90 percent of each of the six
groups live in the state's metropolitan
statistical areas (as defined by the U.S.
Census). As a result, our general descriptions
are heavily weighted toward the character
istics of highly urbanized populations.
However, there are Asian Virginians who live
in less highly urban areas, either localities
that contain a major college or university or
the smaller cities. Asian Virginians are also
found in two major groups of rural localities
located in southwestern Virginia and the
Eastern Shore/Northern Neck areas. These
small rural populations are arrlong the most
interesting, and later on we will briefly
examine their characteristics separately.

Because of their uneven geographical
distribution, it would be inaccurate to
compare the statewide characteristics of the
Asian minorities with those of the entire
population of Virginia. Therefore, our general



population data refer only to those localities
in which the group under discussion is found.
For example, Filipino populations of thirty
or more are found in thirty-eight Virginia
localities. Therefore, when we compare
characteristics of the Filipino group with
those of the general population, we are using
the general population in those thirty-eight
localities, not the general population of the
state as a whole.

JAPANESE

As a result of unusual differences between
Japanese men and women, the basic demo
graphic structure of Virginia's Japanese
population is very different from that of both
other Asian groups and the population at
large. Japanese men, for example, have a
median age of 25.3, while the median age
of Ja anese women j§ 3Uhe median age
of the female population is extraordinarily
high, nearly ten years higher than the
population as a whole in those localities where
Japanese live. There are also only 51 Japanese
men to every 100 Japanese women, and over
half of the men are single, compared to only
14 percent of the women. Finally, almost a
third of all Japanese Virginians have been
in the United States for twenty to thirty years.
This is almost five times the proportion of
Chinese and Filipino Virginians who have
been in this country that long (these are the
two other groups with the greatest longevity
here).
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These differences, in tum, are the result
of very special circumstances. Immigration
Service data indicate that between 1949 and
1977 a total of 112,013 Japanese people
immigrated to the United States, of whom
60 percent were wives of Americans. (These
data are unavailable after 1977.) Many of
these women probably were married to
American servicemen. Thus, when we discuss
Virginia's Japanese population, we are talking
about two quite different groups of people:
those who immigrated as wives of Americans
and those who entered the country under
other circumstances. Since our data sources
do not permit us to separate these two groups,
this difference should be kept in mind as we
look at other characteristics of this group.

Japanese Virginians and the households in
which~. cl esemh1e the-pnp
ulation at large in the areas where they live
more than most Asian populations do. They
have, for example, relatively few language
problems: of those aged 25 and older, only
about 7 percent say that they do not speak
English well. The proportion of families that
contains a married couple is also about the
same as that found in the general population,
but somewhat lower than that found in other
Asian groups. While the proportion of people
who are divorced and not remarried is low
among all Asian groups, it is highest for the
Japanese. Finally, Virginians of Japanese
origin are less likely than those from other

Asian groups to be living in a household
where the head is neither their spouse nor
their parent. This means that, like families
in the general population, the family contain
ing one or more Japanese Americans is highly
nucleated, tending to contain only one or both
parents and their own child or children. Such
families are particularly characteristic of
Western society.

In general, Americans of Asian extraction
are among the most highly educated of this
country's ethnic groups. The educational
levels of Japanese Virginians, however, are
more similar to those found in the population
at large and therefore somewhat lower than
those of most other Asian populations.
Nonetheless, among those aged 25 and older,
the median school years completed was 13.5,
compared to 12.8 year mong the general
population in the same geographic areas. A
third of all Japanese in this age group have
had some college education, compared to
about 26 percent of the area's general
population. The largest difference between the
groups is in the proportion who have
completed no more than the eighth grade:
only about 4 percent of Japanese Virginians
fall into this category, compared to just over
13 percent of the general population.

As might be expected of a group of people
with relatively high educational levels, over
a third of all Japanese Virginians hold jobs

SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY ETHNICITY AND TOTAL POPULATION, VIRGINIA, 1980

Asian Viet-
Total Japanese Total Chinese Total Filipino Total Korean Total Indian Total namese

Characteristic Pop.· Pop. Pop.· Pop. Pop.· Pop. Pop.· Pop. Pop.· Pop. Pop.· Pop.

Language Spoken
Only English 93.3% 42.8% 93.6% 15.0% 93.9% 10.2% 93.5% 7.3% 93.7% 21.2% 93.5% 3.7%
English well 5.8 49.9 5.6 62.8 5.3 83.4 5.7 54.9 5.5 72.3 5.6 68.4
English not well 0.9 7.3 0.8 22.2 0.8 6.4 0.8 37.8 0.8 6.5 0.9 27.9

Year Immigrated
1975-1980 34.8 28.4 34.6 39.8 33.8 34.6 34.3 52.2 34.7 51.0 34.9 87.0
1970-1974 --17.8- 12.8 17.8 --~H-- 17.6 26.9 17.7 33.9 1. 9:4 1. 8.7
1960-1969 23.1 26.3 23.3 26.7 23.5 29.9 23.4 11.2 23.2 17.4 23.0 4.1
1950-1959 13.1 31.5 12.9 6.8 13.3 6.5 13.2 2.5 13.0 2.1 13.0 0.2
Before 1950 11.2 1.0 11.4 3.5 11.8 2.1 11.4 0.2 11.4 0.1 11.4 0.0

Family Type
Married couple 80.8 78.4 81.2 88.4 80.8 87.0 80.8 87.5 81.0 92.0 80.3 68.0

Median School Years
Completed 12.8 13.5 12.8 15.2 12.7 14.3 12.8 12.8 12.7 16.3 12.8 12.8

Occupations
Professional 30.0 35.8 29.7 42.2 28.4 29.8 29.9 21.1 29.6 46.7 29.7 15.4
Technical 34.1 32.6 33.7 27.3 32.9 36.3 33.8 29.1 33.6 35.6 33.5 37.2
Service 12.2 16.1 12.0 23.9 12.2 18.3 12.3 25.2 12.0 10.4 12.3 21.1
Farming 1.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 1.2 0.4 1.0 0.4 1.0 0.0 1.0 0.1
Production 10.9 9.6 11.3 2.1 11.7 5.6 11.0 12.2 II.I 2.5 11.0 9.2
Operatives 11.8 5.9 12.2 4.5 13.6 9.6 12.0 12.0 12.7 4.8 12.5 17.0

Median Household
Income $19,900 17,700 19,700 21,900 19,400 19,300 19,800 21,500 19,500 21,900 19,400 15,800

Percent Below
Poverty 8.2 8.7 7.9 11.6 8.4 8.5 7.8 9.5 7.9 7.6 8.2 26.7

SOURCE: Compiled by authors using data from the 1980 U.S. Census.
*Total population refers to the characteristics of the general population in those localities containing the particular ethnic group.



The educational attainment of Vietnamese
as a group, although lower than that of other
Asian groups, is comparable to that of the
general population in the same geographic
areas, with a median of 12.8 years. Given
the language problem, however, it is not
surprising that in 1980 only 15 percent of
all employed Vietnamese held professional or
managerial jobs, while a relatively high
proportion held jobs classified as service
workers or operatives. What is perhaps
surprising is the concentration of Vietnamese
in technical occupations, a classification that
is by no means unskilled.

Nonetheless, income figures for Virginia's
Vietnamese population clearly indicate a
disadvantaged group. Median household
income is $3,600 below that of the general
population in the same areas. A third of all
V' e namese ho seholds have incomes of
under $10,000, and fewer than 12 percent have
incomes of $30,000 or more. Finally, over
a quarter of all Vietnamese families-over
three times the percentage in the population
at large-have incomes below the poverty
level and, concomitantly, over four times as
many receive public assistance.

One other indicator is significant for the
Vietnamese population: almost a fIfth do not
own an automobile. This lack places severe
constraints on where people can live and
work. While not owning a car results from
economic strain, it also contributes to such
strain. For people who do not read English
well, public transportation can be difficult to
use. More importantly, if it is available at
all, it is likely to serve only a limited
geographical area. As a result, people who
depend upon public transportation are often
forced to live within a restricted area; and
because their alternatives are limited, they
also may be forced to pay higher rents than
might be available elsewhere. Employment
opportunities, also probably limited to
workplaces accessible by public transporta
tion lines, represent only a fraction of the
opportunities t at otherwise would be
available.

19

affiliation. Except for the 79 Vietnamese who
live in Giles County, all of the groups have
been residents in the United States longer than
is typical, they contain a higher proportion
of the native born, and their socioeconomic
status is generally high. They are employed
almost exclusively in the field of health care.

Tazewell County is an interesting case in
point, and a useful one, since it contains
populations of three different Asian groups
Chinese, Filipino, and Asian Indian. Of the
Chinese in Tazewell, all of the non-native born
immigrated between 1970 and 1980. (State
wide, nearly 60 percent of all Chinese
Virginians entered after 1970.) In this small
group of 32, the entire adult population is
married; median years of education is nearly
three years higher than that for the Chinese
population statewide; all people aged 25 and
older have completed college, and over half
have received advanced degrees. 11 6 of the
employed Chinese Virginians in Tazewell are
male, and all are physicians.

Of the 133 people of Filipino background
who live in Tazewell, 45 are employed. Their
occupational distribution is also concentrated
in the health care field, with three quarters
in health diagnosing occupations and five
working as licensed practical nurses. A small
number with less than an eighth grade
education probably account for the 5 who
work as operatives. For the group as a whole,
median income is over four times as high as
that for the total population of the county,
all are homeowners, and the median value
of these homes is twice that of the county
as a whole. Asian Indians in the county
constitute a much smaller population but they
have similar characteristics, except that a
majority of the women are single. Of 23
women, 13 are employed, 6 as teachers in
nonpublic schools.

Despite slight differences, this pattern of
relative affluence holds for southwestern
Virginia's Asian populations in general, with
the exception of those 79 people of Vietna
mese affiliation already mentioned that live
in Giles County. This group consists largely
of newcomers to this country, and their

characteristics resemble those of the Vietna
mese population statewide.

Eastern Shore and Northern Neck. In
this rural area of the state, four Asian
groups-Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese,
and Korean-are represented in five counties,
and their demographic characteristics are as
diverse as those Asians in southwestern
Virginia are similar. A group of Filipinos
living in Northampton County are exclusively
military, while those of another group in
Essex County have all recently migrated into
the county from other states in the northeast
and north central areas of the country. The
adult men in this Filipino group are all either
physicians or officials and administrators,
while all of the employed women are clerks.

The 42 Asian Indians who live in Lancaster
County are utterly dissimilar to either of the
two Filipino subgroups. This is largely a
retired population, with all member aged 65
or older. Only 6 are in the labor force. Income
levels are low and are partially derived from
interest and social security. All 42 members
of this group were born in the United States,
and despite their low incomes, they are
probably doing quite well. All, for example,
own their own homes, the median value of
which is $63,200-$22,300 higher than that
for the total population of the county.

Meanwhile, 45 Koreans of King George
County, while similar to Lancaster County's
Asian Indian group in their homogeneity,
constitute a group of a completely different
sort. All entered the country between 1975
and 1980 and none are citizens. All of the
23 who are aged 16 and older, both men and
women, have high school educations and are
married. All 42 are employed as sales
supervisors in food, bakery, and dairy
industries. Thus, all families have two earners.
Despite this fact, however, their household
income is low, with a median of only $6,250.
This is a median income below the poverty
level; nonetheless, none of these families
receives public assistance.

Finally, 35 people of Vietnamese back
ground make up an extremely heterogeneous
group in King William County. They are

ASIAN POPULATIONS IN RURAL
VIRGINIA

Because 90 percent of the people in all six
Asian minorities are located in metropolitan
areas of the state, our statistics have been
heavily weighted toward this group. However,
both southwestern Virginia and the Eastern
Shore/ Northern Neck area contain rural
Asian populations whose characteristics tend
to be significantly different from those we
have already examined.

Southwestern Virginia. Four counties in
southwestern Virginia-Giles, Smyth, Taze
well, and Wise-contain populations of Asian
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expected. In 1979 the median income of
Filipino households tended to be about the
same as the median income of all households
in the area, but the households were distrib
uted somewhat differently along the income
scale. The proportions of Filipino households
at both the high and low ends of the income
distribution scale are lower than those in the
general population, while the proportions
nearest the median tend to be higher.

KOREANS

Not until 1958, five years after the end of
the Korean conflict, did the immigration of
Koreans to the United States increase to a
level significant enough to be shown in
Immigration Service statistics as a separate
category. Between 1958 and 1966, at least half
of all Korean immigrants were wive~ of
Americans. Then, between 1970 and 1980
(and particularly during the last half of that
decade), Korean immigration increased
substantially. As a result, Koreans tend to
be fairly recent arrivals. In the 1980 Census
slightly over half of Virginia's Koreans said
that they had arrived in the United States
between 1975 and 1980. This group also
contains the largest proportion of persons
aged 25 and older who do not speak English
well. Even the Vietnamese, the majority of
whom immigrated to the United States only
one year prior to the Census, consider that
they have a better command of English than
Korean immigrants do.

The proportion of Korean men who are
divorced, 1.1 percent, is extremely low, about
a fIfth of the rate for the general population
in the same geographic areas. Korean women,
however, have one of the highest divorce rates
of all Asian minorities. At 3.6 percent, it is
second only to that for Japanese women. In
both groups, this rate probably reflects a
relatively high proportion of divorces among
women married to Caucasian men. Even so,
the rate is only half that of the population
at large, ana orean householdsare about
7 percentage points more likely than the
general population to contain a married
couple.

With 12.8 as the median number of school
years completed by adults, those of Korean
background are at about the same education
allevel as the population at large in the same
areas. The percentage that has completed
eight or fewer grades is comparatively high,
and the percentage that has completed four
or more years of college is relatively low. As
a result, Koreans do not share the tendency
of some other Asian groups toward employ
ment in professional and managerial occu
pations. In fact, only a fIfth are so employed.

,Similarly, the 12 percent who are employed
in production occupations constitute a
proportion more like that in the general
population than in other Asian ethnic groups.
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Although their occupational characteristics
tend toward the lower end of the scale, the
incomes of Koreans in Virginia do not. They
are no more likely than the general population
to receive public assistance, and the propor
tion with incomes below the poverty level is
about average among Asian groups. In fact,
the median income of Korean households in
1979 was $21,500, $1,700 higher than that
for the general population and comparable
to the income of Asian Indian households,
where both educational and occupational
levels are considerably higher. One explana
tion of this apparent anomaly is the very high
proportion of Korean families-three quar
ters of them-that contain two or more
earners.

ASIAN INDIANS

The 80 percent of all Asian Indians in
Virginia who entered the United States
between 1970 and 1980 constitute an over
whelming majority of this group. Nonethe
less, Indians have considerable facility in
English. While only about a fIfth say that
they speak English as their sole language, only
a tiny minority, 6.5 percent, say that they
do not speak it well. This makes Indians, like
Virginians of Filipino extraction, an unus
ually bilingual group. The two groups have
similar reasons for their bilingualism, since
India was under the governance of the British
between 1858 and 1947. English is still
extensively taught and used in India, partic
ularly among the better educated urban
populations from which most immigrants to
this country are drawn.

Indian families resemble those of other
Asian groups. Rates ofseparation and divorce
are very low, and as a re.sult over 90 percent
of all families contain a married couple.
Among those with children, 97 percent
include both parents. The socioeconomic
status of these families-and of the Indian
population as a whole-is by far the highest
among the Asian populations. As a group,
Asian Indians have completed a median of
16.3 years of school. This is about 3.6 years
more than the general population in the same
geographic areas and indicates that over half
of the adult population has had some
education beyond four years of college. In
fact, among those aged 25 and older, only
15 percent of all Asian Indians have not
completed high school, an extremely low
proportion compared to the figure of 28
percent for the population at large.

It is not surprising, then, that almost 47
percent of all employed Asian Indians hold
professional or managerial jobs and over a
third more hold jobs classified as technical.
This means that over 80 percent of all
employed people in this group fall into the
two highest categories of the broad occupa
tional scale. Again, however, there are gender

differences. At 50 percent, the proportion of
Indian women in the labor force is lower than
that encountered in any other Asian group.
Furthermore, 55 percent of those who work
are concentrated in technical jobs. Once
again, a high proportion are employed in
health-related occupations, apparently as a
result of the same Exchange-Visitor Program
and immigration policies that produced
similar effects in the Filipino population.

Even with a relatively low proportion of
women in the labor force, the household
income of Asian Indians in Virginia is
concomitant with their levels of educational
and occupational achievement. Median
household income in 1979 was $2,400 higher
than that of the population at large in the
same areas, and identical with that of the
Chinese. Unlike the Chinese, however, Asian
Indians also have the lowest poverty rate of
any group, and the lowest percentage
receiving public assistance.

VIETNAMESE

Of all Virginians who claimed Vietnamese
ethnicity in the 1980 Census, 87 percent had
immigrated to the United States during the
preceding five years. In fact, as of April 1,
1980, the median length of time in this country
for Vietnamese Virginians was only one year.
Moreover, most Vietnamese arrived here as
refugees, having only recently experienced the
brutalities of war and the dissolution of their
society.

As a result, Vietnamese people in Virginia
are distinctly different from all other Asian
groups, and not the least of this difference
is in language. Among Vietnamese aged 25
and older, over a fifth say that they do not
speak English well. Although this is not the
highest percentage-it is higher among
Koreans-it is nonetheless substantial. In
addition, because they have been here such
a short time, language difficulties affect the
younger age groups as well. -

Their status as refugees likewise has clearly
affected Vietnamese family structure in
Virginia. Nearly half of the men in this group
are single, as are an uncharacteristically high
quarter of the women. At the same time, the
percentage of men who are separated or
widowed is the highest of any Asian group,
though lower than comparable percentages
in the general population in the same areas.
Vietnamese people are also much more likely
than others to be living in households where
they are either related to the head in some
way other than being a spouse or child, or
where they are nonrelatives. These house
holds are also likely to contain children; the
percentage of households with children is
second only to that among Korean popula
tions and nearly 18 points higher than the
population at large.



in professional or managerial categories.
Again, however, their greatest difference from
the general population is not the proportion
who fall into the higher categories, but the
relatively small proportion in the lower ones.
For example, the proportion of Japanese who
work as operatives, about 6 percent, is half
that of the general population found in the
same occupational group. For Japanese
women, however, the situation is different.
The proportion of Japanese women holding
professional, managerial, and technical jobs
is low, both in comparison with the general
population and with other Asian women, and
the proportion holding service jobs is higher
than that in any other Asian group except
Koreans.

The occupational distribution of Japanese
women, the relatively high proportion (47.4
percent) who are not in the labor force, and
the number of mi itary families probab y all
contribute to the relatively low median
household income of this group. In 1979 the
median income of those households contain
ing people of Japanese extraction was
$17,700, which was $2,200 less than the
median for the general population in the same
geographical areas. Despite their lower
median incomes, the proportion of Japanese
Virginians with 1979 incomes below the
poverty level, 8.7 percent, was very similar
to the proportion among the general pop
ulation, 8.2 percent. The proportion of
Japanese Virginians receiving income from
public assistance was somewhat lower, 1.6
percent compared with 2.0 percent for the
population as a whole in the same areas.

CHINESE

As a group, Virginians of Chinese extrac
tion entered the United States later than the
Japanese, but before the influx of Koreans,
Asian Indians, and Vietnamese. The major
influx of Chinese immigrants took place
during the 1970s, when over 60 percent of
Virginians describi g themselves as Chinese

o q y, ove a
ruth of those aged 25 and older say that they
do not speak English well.

Among Chinese families in Virginia, most
contain a married couple. Over 88 percent
are in this category, compared to 81 percent
for the general population in the same
geographic areas. This partly reflects a low
divorce rate; a man of Chinese extraction is
only a fourth as likely as one in the population
as a whole to be divorced. As a result, 90
percent of all Chinese families that contain
children are married-eouple families, while
the figure for the general population is a full
10 percentage points lower. However, these
families tend to be not as highly nucleated
as Japanese families. Almost 10 percent of
all Chinese Virginians who live in households
are parents, uncles, aunts, or other relatives
of the householder, a proportion higher than
that for any other group except the Vietna
mese.
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It is interesting to note that while the
Chinese population in the United States
and, we assume, in Virginia as well
continues to grow from immigration, we
expect that its growth due to natural increase
will be quite low. According to the Bureau
of the Census, as of 1980 Chinese women
aged 35 and older had borne about two
children per woman. This is a very low
number compared to the 2.4 children per
woman in the areas' general population, and
is, in fact, less than the replacement rate (the
number of children per woman needed to
keep the population stable in numbers).

Overall, Chinese adults-those aged 25 and
older-have completed a median of 15.2 years
of school, more than any other group except
Asian Indians. However, the 14 percent of
Chinese who have completed eight or fewer
grades is almost identical to the proportion
in the population at large, and about a ruth
have not completed high school. Nonetheless,
an even larger proportion, 29.4 percent, have
completed more than four years of college.
This is twice the percentage in the general
population in the same areas. The proportion
of Virginians from Chinese backgrounds
holding professional or managerial jobs is
also very high, about 40 percent, and they
are the only group in which the proportion
of employed women in these kinds of jobs
is similar to the proportion who hold jobs
classified as technical.

As a result, 1979 median income among
Chinese households in Virginia was over 10
percent higher than the median income of
the general population in those areas in which
Chinese people were concentrated. This
difference was largely accounted for by a
lower proportion earning under $10,000 per
year and a higher proportion earning over
$30,000. However, although lower propor
tions of Chinese derived income from social
security and public assistance than did those
in the general population, the 11.6 percent
whose incomes fell below the poverty level
was considerably higher than that in the
general population.

FILIPINOS

Between 1898 and 1946 the Philippine
Islands were under the governance of the
United States. Consequently, for the Filipino
population living in this country, the term
"native born" has a special meaning. A third
of all Virginians of Filipino extraction listed
themselves in the 1980 Census as native born;
we do not know, however, how many of those
were born in the Philippines when the country
was under U.S. governance and how many
were born in the United States. Of the two
thirds of this population who were immi
grants, many arrived quite recently. In fact,.
over half entered the country during the last
decade. Another consequence of the close
association between the Philippines and the
United States is the very high percentage of

American Filipinos-over 90 percent-who
either speak English well or use it as their
sole language.

As with the other Asian groups, a majority
of Virginia's Filipino women are married, and
the divorce rate is concomitantly low. The
fact that a majority of Filipino men are also
married, however, makes this group some
what unusual, particularly when compared
to the Japanese and Vietnamese. At the same
time, about 10 percent of all Virginia families
containing people of Filipino extraction are
headed by women. While this is not a large
proportion when compared to the general
population in the same geographic areas, it
is higher than that among Chinese, Korean,
and Asian Indian families. The incidence of
extramarital births is also higher among this
group than among other Asians, though
again, the proportion was less than half the
proportion in the wider population.

Adult members of Virginia's Filipino
population typically have completed 14.3
years of education, 1.6 years more than the
general population in the areas in which they
live. A substantial majority, nearly 80 percent,
have at least completed high school, and over
a third have completed four or more years
of college. Compared to other more highly
educated groups-Japanese, Chinese, and
Asian Indian-a rather low proportion of
Filipinos hold professional and managerial
jobs. Again, however, there are gender
differences. The proportion of Filipino
women who are in the labor force is unusually
high. At somewhat over 60 percent, it is, in
fact, 8 percentage points higher than the figure
for the general population. Filipino women
show a significant tendency to be employed
in technical jobs within service industries. An
examination of more detailed occupational
breakdowns reveals that this pattern results
from a comparatively high proportion of
nurses in this group. This concentration is
the apparent result of two factors: the creation
of the Exchange-Visitor Program and,
subsequently, changes in immigration policy.
The Exchange-Visitor Program was estab
lished in 1948 by the U.S. Department of
State and sponsored by the American Nurses'
Association, among others. Although the
program was intended to enable foreign
nurses to further their training in U.S.
hospitals, in fact many participants stayed in
this country after their training was complet
ed. This program was terminated in 1965.
In that year, the U.S. Department of Labor
listed nursing as a preference occupation for
immigration purposes, thus enabling many
foreign nurses to come into this country to
help alleviate the general shortage of health
care workers during the late 1960s and the
following decade.

Even though relatively low proportions of
Filipinos hold jobs classified as professional
and managerial, the unusually high propor
tion of women in the labor force results in
a higher median income than might be



organized into only nine households and
include 9 parents, 20 children, and 6 other
related people. Only 3 of those aged 25 and
older have completed high school, and 6 have
had no education at all. But 29 of the 35
in this group are employed, including,
apparently, many of the older children,
presumably those at least 16 years of age.
Jobs range from artists or writers to
automobile mechanics, construction workers,
and cashiers, to those in health service
occupations.

CONCLUSION

What, then, does all this say about
Virginia's Asian populations? First, it is
apparent that immigration policy in the
United States has had an extremely strong
influence on the nationalities of immigrants,
their socioeconomic status, and their dates
of entry. This Influence works -in a number
of ways. For example, groups with earlier
entrance dates, like the 1apanese, tend to
resemble the general population, both
demographically and otherwise, more than
groups that have entered later. This evidence
suggests that such groups have become more
acculturated during the longer period of time
that they have been in this country, and that
this process eventually will take place in the
more recent groups as well. Further, those
who enter the country under ordinary
circumstances tend to have high educational
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levels and are better able to find useful work,
while those who enter as refugees, as might
be expected, tend to be less skilled and
consequently to face a number of problems,
paramount among which are those of
language and employment. In addition, other
kinds of special programs, even those
intended to provide short-term opportunities
rather than to influence immigration directly,
can have unexpected results.

A second conclusion supports the com
plaint of some Third World countries about
the phenomenon that has come to be known
as the brain drain. The astonishingly high
educational levels of some Asian groups
certainly indicate that in many cases the
United States is the destination of choice for
some of the most highly qualified citizens
from Asian countries. Although census data
do not distinguls between people who have
settled permanently in this country and those
who plan to return to their countries of origin,
the length of stay for a sizeable proportion
of Asian people, together with the propor
tions who have become citizens, suggests that
many are in fact permanent residents.

Third, whether permanent or not, immi
grants from Asia have attained significant
levels of achievement in Virginia. With the
exception of the Vietnamese, who are our
most recent immigrants, people of Asian

affiliation tend to be more affluent than the
population at large. Their families are stable,
rates of divorce and separation are generally
low, and even where educational levels may
be relatively low, the contributions of women
in the labor force tend to raise the income
of households. Though local differences do
exist, immigrants from Asia on the whole
apparently do not constitute a drain on public
resources. With the exception of the Vietna
mese refugee group, the percentages receiving
public assistance are quite low, and compar
atively few are old enough to be receiving
Social Security payments. Physicians from
Asia are helping to provide health care to
rural populations that well might go unserved
in their absence.

Finally, Asian Americans, in Virginia as
well as throughout the country, are like
previous immigrants to this country in an
important way. They have brought their
cultures with them, and in the process of
adjusting to American society, that society
is influenced in turn by new traditions and
whole new ways of seeing things. Asian
influence has ranged from increased interest
in Eastern religions to the presence of new
foods in our supermarkets. In this way, the
presence of Asians in the United States has
enriched our society and will continue to do
so.
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