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THE ALDERMAN LIBRARY

Research, Facilities

BY N'. HARVEY DEAL
Reference Librarian
The Alderman Library) University of Virginia
The library collections at the U niversity consist of a million volumes, four
million manuscripts, a hundred thousand
map~ and a hundred thousand prints
and pictures. Five thousand learned journals in all languages are currently received The library is an official depository for state and federal publications,
for technical reports of the dozen atomic
energy commissions t h r 0 ugh 0 u t the
world, and for the publications of the
United Nations and of the European
Coal and Steel Community.
While the collections are up-to-date
and well-rounded in most fields of active
academic interest, attention is called in
this News Letter to some areas of special
distinction.

Search Facilities
When possible, the Reference Division
of Alderman Library will report without
charge on matters involving the use of
the University's collections. Literature
searches, preparation of bibliographies,
compilations of indexes, the translating
or abstracting of articles, or research of
any kind in the collection requiring more
time than limited staff facilities permit,
will be undertaken under the supervision
of one of the department heads of the
Alderman Library or one of the departmental libraries, at rates varying from
$1.25 to $2.50 per hour depending upon
the skills required. Applications for such
services are to be made to the Librarian.
These services are available to industrial
and commercial firms; individuals; federal, state, or local governments; and to
foundations and 0 r g ani zed research
groups.

. . . Long years ago ] etJerson said
that the main objects of all science
are the freedom and happiness of man.
If in the middle of the twentieth century he were to visit the library he
founded~ he would be enormously impressed by the card catalogues in the
entrance hall and fascinated by the
projectors downstairs where he could
read his own letters from microfilm.
But he would be most pleased~ I believe ~ to find that the institution is no
mere matter of appliances and guides
and indexes~ not merely an aggregation of books and manuscripts~ but a
living organism dedicated to the enlightenment of free human beings. He
would find the Alderman Library~ as
thousands of students and hundreds of
scholars have found it~ a free and happy place. In it the riches of human
know ledge are not jealously guarded
by suspicious custodians~ but they are
gladly made available to all who seek
truth and wisdom~ and at every official
desk there are helping hands-Dumas
lVlalone, in his Foreword to Harry
Clemons, The University of Virginia
Library~ 1825-1950
(Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press, 1954).
Visiting Scholars
Visiting scholars are welcome, will be
assisted when possible to obtain U niversity housing adjacent to the library, and
will be assigned study rooms in the library when vacancies exist, priority being
given to visiting professors from neighboring institutions within the Commonwealth.

A few of the twenty-six private studies
occupied September through June by
University of Virginia faculty members
are available in the summers for visiting
scholars. Applications for these studies
should be made to the Reference Librarian, Alderman Library. There is a nominal charge of $10.00 per month or for
any fraction thereof.

Interlibrary Loan Facilities
Loans to other libraries are not rigidly
limited to college and university libraries,
but they are in general restricted to the
assistance of research projects above the
secondary school level. In other words,
loans are not made to supplement the
avocational reading facilities of public
libraries or to supply the deficiencies of
high school libraries. The Virginia State
Library in Richmond has facilities in its
Extension Library Services for these two
latter objects.
Loans to individuals outside the U niversity community are restricted to special cases, each application being considered on its own merits.
All library holdings are open for consideration for loan except manuscripts,
newspapers, and certain rare books, and
even these are available as photographic
copies can be supplied in most cases upon
request. The borrower is responsible for
return of the material lent and for the
cost of transportation both ways.
Exception to the rule for lending only
to libraries is made in the cases of editorial offices of newspapers and research departments of industrial firms within the
Commonwealth.
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ans, and to other scholars. The Division
publishes monthly News Notes listing
principal acquisitions, and Annual Reports describing holdings are issued with
cumulative indexes. The Division constantly attempts to enlarge its holdings
through gifts, deposits, and purchases. It
is open to the public from 8: 30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
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Major National Bibliographies

'The first book printed concerning the
Jamestown Colony, John Smith's True
Relation~ London, 1608. McGregor Library, University of Virginia.

The printed catalogues of the Library
of Congress, the British Museum, and th€
Bibliotheque N ationale are represented
supplemented by the current national
bibliographies of all three countries. In
addition to these, the national bibli~
raphies, or their equivalents, of Austnlia, Canada, Germany, Norway, Spa:n,
Switze:rland, and other countries kfep
the scholar abreast of con temporary publishing.
The standard periodical indexes of
England and America are represeuted,
with the addition of several foreign
guides, such as the Dutch, German, Spanish, and Yugoslavian.

Manuscripts Division

Bibliographical Studies

The lYfanuscripts Division houses some
four million manuscripts. Its strongest
collections center in the field of Virginia
history, having taken their impetus from
the initial gift to the library in 1825 of
the Richard Henry Lee Papers. Many of
the papers of Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, and Joseph Carrington Cabell
are located here along with the personal
papers of other Virginia public men from
William Strachey through Carter Glass
and Edward R. Stettinius, Jr. Whole families with their widespread connections
are represented in the letters and archives
of clans, such as the Cocke, Maury, and
Randolph families. Several thousand
ledgers and account books record the history of plantations, firms, grist mills,
forges, and other business efforts.
Recently, the collecting of manuscripts
of Virginia authors (such as Poe, James
Branch Cabell, Ellen Glasgow, and Mary
Johnston) has been broadened to American literary manuscripts generally. Some
widely separated authors whose manuscripts are included are Cotton Mather,
Walt Whitman, Stephen Crane, and Bret
Harte. Other important American literary luanuscripts are presently being acquired.
Materials and facilities for research are
available to graduate students, to histori-

The bibliographical holdings of the
library in all fields are extensive and the
library is also the headquarters of the
Bibliographical Society of the University,
which serves as a forum for meetings of
bibliographers and bibliophiles. It is also
a publishing agency on an international
scale for works in descriptive and analytical bibliography.
The Society publishes annually a volume of Studies in Bibliography under
the editorship of Professor Fredson Bowers, as well as numerous individual bibliographies.
The Society's membership extends to
the five continents and its publication
funds are often used to assist in the issuing of foreign monographs of bibliographical merit.
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Photostat~ Microfilm~ and

Xerox Facilities

The Photographic Laboratory of the
Alderluan Library offers duplicating services for research purposes. No works are
reproduced in their entirety unless they
are in the public domain, or unless permission has been obtained from the copyright owner. Reproduction charges are as
follows:
(1) Photostats are supplied at 30¢
each, for negative or positive (if negative
is supplied), with a minimum charge of
$1.00 an order.
(2) Bromide and glossy photoprints
are available at 30¢ each. If negative is
supplied, contact prints are provided at
25¢.
(3) Microfilm fees are 3~¢ per frame,
or for positives, 7 ¢ a foot. Film slides,
2" x 2" are 25¢ each, and the largest
slides, 3~" x 4", 75¢.
(4) Occasionally microcard publication projects are undertaken, with editorial services under contract. If film is
supplied and developed by the publisher,
the cost is 5¢ an exposure.
(5) Xerox reproduction is done on ordinary paper. Reproductions can be supplied by this process on short notice. The
fees are the same as those for photostats,
and the same copyright restrictions apply.

Nuclear Studies

Advice and technical services in the
new field of nuclear studies are provided
under the guidance of a Nuclear Studies
Committee. The University library now
contains technical reports in the fields of
nuclear studies numbering upwards of
20,000 titles. The library is an official
depository for the research reports of the
Atomic Energy Commission at Oak
Ridge; the Atomic Energy Research Establishment at Harwell, Berkshire; of
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The first Bible printed in America,. the
John Eliot Indian Bible, ~amb.rIdge,
1663. McGregor Library, Unzverszty of
Virginia.
Atomic Energy of Canada, Lt~., at Ch~lk
River, Ontario; of the ConseI1 Europeen
pour la Recherche N ucleaire, in Gen~va:
Switzerland; of the Centro Informazioni
Studi Esperienze in Milan, Italy; of ~he
Centro d'Etude de l'Energie N uclealre,
in Brussels, Belgium; of the Institutt for
Atomenergi, in Lillestr~m, ~orway; .of
the Junta de Energia Nuclear, In MadrId,
Spain; of the Reactor Centrum Nederland, in 'S-Gravenhage, Holland; of Aktiebolaget Atomenergi, in Stockhol~,
Sweden; of the Commissariat a l'Energie
Atomique, Centre d'Etudes Nucleaires de
SacIay, France; of the Comisi~n N acio~al
de Energie Nuclear, in MexIco; DanIsh
Atomic Energy Commission, Riso, Roskilde, Denmark; Atombrief, Atom fiir
den Frieden, Regensburg, Germany; and
of other national nuclear research groups.
A full set of the Nuclear Science Abstract card set, now numbering in the hundred thousands, is maintained, and may
be consulted by closed-circuit television
screen in the departmental libraries, or,
more remotely, through Xerox copy of
any subject, author, or corporate entry
group, by mail at approximately 5¢ per
entry.
History

In the field of American history generally, and especially in the field of
Southeastern American history, the collections are outstanding.

Besides the manuscripts collections already mentioned, attention shou!d be
called to the Barnard Shipp collectIon of
voyages and travels; t? ~h.e Byrd and
Coles collections of Virginiana; to the
Streeter collection on American railways;
and to the American history section of
the McGregor Library.
The wealth of the McGregor Americana Collection in the great prin~ed
monuments of our history is substantIal.
There is a copy of the Dati metri~al version of the Columbus letter, an Incunabulum which was one of the first printed
accounts of the discovery of America.
Also to be found is one of the finest sets
of Hakluyt known, with splendid e~am
pIes in both states ?f the famous WrIghtlVlolyneux map whIch first made M~rca
tor's projection of use to the marIner,
and to which Shakespeare alluded when
he made Maria say to Sir Toby Belch that
Malvolio "does smile his face into more
lynes, then is in the new ~apre with
the augumentation of the IndIes. There
is a complete set of the G~eat Vo~ages
of De Bry; a set of the JesuIt RelatIons;
an Eliot Indian Bible; the only known
copy of More N:ws From. Virginia, tel!ing about Bacon s RebellIon; J efferso~ s
own annotated copy of the Notes on Vzrginia. There are such items as John
Smith's True Relation, Mark Catesby's
Natural History of Carolina, Ash's Carolina, Oglethorpe's Expedition Agai~st ~t.
A ugustine, and Lederer's Discove~Ie~ ~n
Three Several Marches From Vzrgtnza.
These are only a few of the treasures.
The research worker will find that the
collection is particularly rich in both
printed and manuscript sources for t~e
political, social, cultural, and economIC
history of the Southeastern states.
The collection gathered by the late Mr.
William Gwinn Mather of Cleveland
is one of the three finest Mather collections, and was used as a basis for the
monumental Mather bibliographies of
Mr. Thomas J. Holmes, of Increase
Mather, Cotton Mather, and the Minor
Mathers. Strong in 'materials concerning
the early New England col?nies, the collection throws into bold relief the essential differences between the early town
life of the North and the plantation life
of the Southern states.
Besides United States history, the collections in Spanish-American history are
strong, and in Venezuelan history they
are outstanding. Other areas of recent
intensive development include the field

Front cover of Poe's first book of poetry,
Tamerlane, Boston, 1827. Barrett Collection, University of Virginia.
of Slavic studies. Working collections in
the field of Russian history, especially
since 1917, are now being developed.
Literature

The great riches of the Ba~rett c?llection make the field of AmerIcan lIterature the outstanding literary one in the
University's collections. Already transferred to the custody of the Rare Book
Room are the Barrett Library collections
of Poe, Whitman, Harte, Holmes, Cooke,
the Wegelin Collection of American Poetry, Crane, Howells, Cabell, and Stockton. Among manuscripts in these collections, for example, are those of The Red
Badge of Courage and Leaves of ?"rass.
In other fields of literature the lIbrary
is well represented, but in the. field. of
the Classics it is again outstandIng, wIth
the collections solidly based on the great
nineteenth-century library of the classical scholar, Martin Julius Hertz. Modern
additions to this have been made through
gifts and bequests in honor of Professors
Montgomery and Webb and ~rough .the
generosity of Mr. Samuel BemIss of RIchmond.
Fine Arts

In the field of Fine Arts one of the
most important collections is a.ssociate?
with Jefferson and the neo-classIcal r~vl
val in America. Vigorous efforts are beIng
made to restore to the University's collections all works on the Fine Arts

-20owned, or intended to have been purchased, in Jefferson's day.
The working collections in the field of
architecture are good and are undergoing
development, especially in the areas of
city planning.
There are working collections in music
of interest both to the musicologist and
to the historian. The outstanding single
collection in the field of music, however,
is the lVlcKay-Smith collection on the
Trio Sonata, which is strong in eighteenth-century works.

Franco-American Relations
The Alderman Library possesses a considerable amount of primary and secondary source material dealing with the role
played -by the Frel1£h in th explQration
and colonization of the Mississippi Valley. It also has a good collection of travel

narratives written by French visitors to
this country since the end of the Second
World War. Moreover, among its holdings will be found complete sets of the
monographs published by the Institut
Fran~ais de Washington and of the
Revue d'histoire de l'Amerique fran~aise~
the Franco-American Review, and the
French American Review. A number of
theses and dissertations have been written
at the U niversi ty on the history of
French Huguenots in Virginia, the
French refugees to the United States
from Santo Domingo, and French travelers to this country during the periods
1775-1800 and 1860-1955. Copies of these
studies have been deposited with the
library and are available to researchers.
Anyone interested in Jefferson's contacts with. France n
French cultur
will find at the Alderman Library an unusually rich source of documentation con-

sisting of a large body of manuscript material as well as printed books and magazine articles.

An Invitation
It is perhaps trite to say that a library
is no better than the people who use it
but trite sayings have an uncomfortable
faculty for being true. The finest collection of books and manuscripts is of little
use if they do nothing except gather dust.
The staff of the Alderman Library would,
therefore, like to take the occasion offered by this News Letter to extend an
invitation to all those interested in the
pursuit of knowledge and learning to
visit the library and to use the resources
and holdings listed above. Visitors will,
it i P omi d, find a taff d termined 0
serve to the best of its ability all who
come.

Note: Those who wish to receive the News Letter on a regular basis may do so by sending in a request. It is suggested that the
complete address be given~ and that~ in many instances~ the residential address is to be preferred over a business address. Institutions~ in addition to individuals~ may also receive the News Letter if an officer of the institution will so indicate.
-The Editors

THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

NEWS

Letter

Bureau of Public Administration
Charlottesville, Virginia

Entered as
second class matter
Charlo ttesville, Virginia

